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DISCLAIMER
BCCSA and members of the Fire & Flood Restoration  Program 

Technical Advising Committee (FFRP TAC) are not providing legal 
advice as part of this presentation. 

The focus is on reviewing applicable legislation, identifying the risks 
associated with hazardous materials, and sharing practical, real-world 

solutions to help manage those risks.



BC ASBESTOS – A BRIEF HISTORY
Asbestos Industry in BC - 1980s to Now 

What has changed? 
How it affects today's practices?
How is this relevant to the insurance industry?
What are the roles and responsibilities?



OVERVIEW
• Why it Matters & Real World Situations

• Explanation of Legislation

• OHSR 6 – Asbestos

• OHSR 20.112 - Hazardous Materials
• Definition of Hazardous Material
• Definition of Qualified Person
• When is an HMI required and Explanation of the Regulations
• Explanation of 1990 Guideline change for Asbestos
• Asbestos Report VS Pre-demolition Hazardous Materials Survey  
• Explanation of Clearance Letter

• Breach process to maintain Compliance



The Fire and Flood Restoration Program 
(FFRP) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)

The Fire and Flood Restoration Program (FFRP) Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) was formed in 2005 as the British 
Columbia Association of Restoration Contractors (BCARC). 

It was the first association in North America devoted exclusively 
to workplace health and safety issues in the fire and flood 
restoration industry. BCARC amalgamated with the BCCSA in 
2016 and the committee continues to deliver safety training and 
resources to the restoration industry under the Fire and Flood 
Restoration Program (FFRP).



BUILDING A COMMON APPROACH
The FFRP’s goal is to identify and manage the hazards that are unique to restoration and many 
of those hazards are not obvious, not immediate, and not well understood outside the 
industry. FFRP has also contributed to guidance on roles and responsibilities including the role 
of insurance representatives on site



SOME HAZARDS ARE MORE OBVIOUS THAN OTHERS

Immediate danger vs invisible killers
The greatest risks in restoration are not what you can see they’re what you breathe, ingest or absorb.



RESTORATION HAZARDS BEYOND ASBESTOS

• Whether an adjuster or restoration 
technician walks on to a worksite - they are 
considered a worker.

• Noncompliance is a risks for 
employers.

• Workers must be protected from hazards. 
• Simply putting on a respirator does not 

mean you are meeting regulatory 
requirements .

• PPE is the last line of defense
• Training, ECP’s, Respiratory Programs are 

required. 



THE REAL HAZARD IS WHATS LEFT BEHIND

• Asbestos is only one of thousands of hazardous particulate in a fire. 
• 84.6% of firefighter line-of-duty deaths are cancer-related.
• The Canadian firefighter cancer policy explicitly recognizes:

• Skin absorption through contaminated environments.
• Asbestos, benzene, formaldehyde, PAHs.
• Synthetic material combustion products.



OHSR PART 6
The Workers Compensation Act and Regulations are law.
Guidelines help interpret the regulations, but they are not legally enforceable.

Today, we’ll focus on:
OHSR Part 5.99 – Hazardous Substances 
OHSR Part 6 – Substance-Specific Requirements 
OHSR Section 20.112 – Hazardous Materials



OHSR PART 6
OHSR Part 6.1 -6.132 covers Substance Specific Requirements for the following: 



OHSR PART 6
OHSR Part 6.1- 6.32 - covers Asbestos regulations 
only.

OHSR 6.4 – Inventory, This regulation outlines the 
need for the workplace to have an Asbestos 
Inventory to track the removal of existing asbestos.

Often representative destructive sampling is not 
completed due to damage to the facility, so visual 
identification is completed by the qualified person.

This survey does not meet the requirements for 
demolition and renovation.



OHSR PART 6

OHSR Part 6.4(4) The inventory must 
be updated when renovations remove 
the asbestos containing materials.

This is the responsibility of the owner 
of the building & employer of the 
workers with the building not the 
remediation contractor.



OHSR PART 6
OHSR 6.5 – Identification, This 
regulation outline the need for 
labeling of asbestos containing 
materials within the workplace.

OHSR 6.6 - Assessment and 
classification, This regulation outlines 
the need for a qualified person to 
provide a risk assessment before any 
demolition, alteration or repair where 
asbestos may be disturbed.



OHSR PART 20.112(1)
Part 20 of the regulations covers 
Construction, Excavation and 
Demolition.

OHSR 20.112 – Outlines Hazardous 
Materials.

OHSR 20.112(1) – Outlines 
definitions. 



OHSR PART 20.112(1)



OHSR PART 20.112(2)
This part of the regulation outlines when a Pre-Demolition 
Hazardous Materials Survey is required:

• This survey is to identify all hazardous materials outlined in the 
definitions of this part.

• Must be in place before work begins.
• Responsibility of all employers and the owners.
• Conducted by a Qualified Person.



ASBESTOS INVENTORY VS PRE DEMO SURVERY

• For tracking the removal of existing asbestos from the workplace / facility
• Often not representative sampling
• Nondestructive, often visual 
• Not intended for demolition, renovation or construction 
• Must be updated after renovation work
• Doesn’t include all hazardous materials 
• Required by law

Asbestos Inventory

• Scope specific
• Representative sampling
• Destructive sampling
• Intended for demolition and renovation
• Includes all hazardous materials 
• Outlines current conditions of building materials 
• Required by law

Pre-Demolition Hazardous Materials Survey



GUIDELINES – WHAT ABOUT 1990?
What we used to believe:
• Asbestos banned in building materials around 1980. 
• By 1990, remaining stock assumed to be used up. 
• Pre-1990 = risk.
• Post-1990 = low/no risk.

What we now know:
• Asbestos has been found in materials installed after 

1990.
• Supply chains, leftover stock, and imported 

materials blur the timeline.

What changed (2024):
• WorkSafeBC removed the 1990 cutoff from 

guidance.
• No more “safe date” assumptions. 



GUIDELINES – WHAT’S NEW!

• New Guidelines removed the reference of 
1990.

• Does not mean all building materials need 
to be sampled in post 1990 construction.

• Surveys must include reasoning for not 
sampling.



NONCOMPLIANCE ORDERS



OHSR PART 20.112(2) - SUMMARY
Pre-Demolition surveys are required by law before any renovation, demolition, or 
restoration work.

• Applies to all buildings regardless of age.
• Must be completed by a Qualified Person (QP).
• Identifies all hazardous materials (if any).

• Owners + Employers are responsible.
• Must be done before work begins.

• Inventory ≠ Pre-Demo Survey.
– Inventory = record only.
– Pre-Demo = intrusive + required for disturbance.

• No “post-1990 safe” assumption.
• QP must justify (with data) if not sampling.



OHSR PART 20.112(3)
OHSR 20.112(3) – Outlines what information should be detailed in the Pre-Demolition 
Hazardous Materials Survey.



OHSR PART 20.112(4)
OHSR 20.112(4) - Outlines the Pre-Demolition Hazardous Materials Survey 
must be posted onsite for workers to review.



OHSR PART 20.112(5)
OHSR 20.112(5) - Outlines Hazardous Materials must be safely removed.



OHSR PART 20.112(6)
OHSR 20.112(6) – Outlines, if more Hazardous Materials are found work must stop and 
additional sampling must be conducted, and the Pre-Demolition Hazardous Materials 
Survey must be updated.



OHSR PART 20.112(7)
OHSR 20.112(7) - Outlines that if suspected asbestos containing building materials are 
found during demolition or renovation the work must cease, and the materials must 
be safely contained by a trained worker to minimise the spread of the building material 
until a QP samples and provides an updated Pre-demolition Hazardous Materials 
Survey.



OHSR PART 20.112(8)
OHSR 20.112(8) - Outlines that a QP provides a clearance letter stating the site is safe 
for re-entry.  Air Clearance is required for High-Risk abatement.



10 STEPS OF COMPLIANCE

20.112(2)

20.112(8)

20.112(6)

20.112(3) & 
20.112(4)

20.112(5)



REAL WORLD EXAMPLE

Barriers to a streamlined claim when 
dealing with hazardous materials.

• Disturbed untested building materials –
Stop!

• Discovery of additional untested 
building materials such as 2nd layer of 
flooring missed by initial survey – Stop!

• Discovery of untested building materials 
during abatement. – Stop!



WORKFLOW IN AN EMERGENCY
In the event of a loss that has disturbed building materials compliance must be maintained 
to immediately contain and minimise the spread of potential contamination.

2. Delineate the affected area safely and await a Pre-Demolition Hazardous Materials Survey from a 
Qualified Person

1. Assume materials are containing of hazardous materials and immediately complete a limited clean up by 
trained workers under an Emergency Notice of Project and follow the required abatement protocols.

Two options to maintain compliance and safety:



SUMMARY
At the end of the day, it’s simple, know what you’re working with, deal with it properly, and don’t start 
until you’re sure.

• You must have a Pre-Demo Survey before any work starts.
• It must be done by a Qualified Person (QP).
• Owners + Employers are responsible.

• Building age does not matter.
• Asbestos can be found after 1990 (2024 update).

• An Inventory is NOT a Pre-Demo Survey.
• If materials are disturbed → STOP + CONTAIN.
• If new materials are found → QP must resample + update survey.
• After removal → Clearance report is required.
• No Survey = No Work.



RESOURCES

WSBC: 10 Steps to 
Compliance

OHSR Part 4: General 
Duties of Employers, 
workers and Others

OHSR Part 6:Substance 
Specific Requirements

OHSR Part 20.112:  
Construction, Excavation and 

Demolition - Hazardous 
Materials

OHS Guidelines
Part 20.112:  Construction, 
Excavation and Demolition 

- Hazardous Materials

WSBC: Handling Asbestos 
Safe Work Practices
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