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TIGER TORCH SAFETY 
Topic Overview 

Tiger torches are sometimes misused in a manner that can make them dangerous. Supervisors are responsible for 
providing proper instruction to their workers on the hazards and controls of a tiger torch.

Hazards to be aware of

• Fire, burns.

• Shrapnel from loose material being heated.

• Explosion or projectile from a leaking propane tank.

• Explosion if a gas line gets heated.

• Leaking propane tank.

Safety Tips

• Ensure you are comfortable with the operation of the equipment before use.

• Keep an appropriate fire extinguisher readily available near the operation.

• Wear eye protection when heating edges where loose aggregate is present; rocks can explode due to the 
extreme heat applied to them.

• Pre-inspect the equipment to ensure that it is in good working order. If you suspect a leak, do not use. Tag 
out the equipment and advise your supervisor.

• Ensure proper cylinders are secured and regulators in place.

• Ensure that the propane bottle is in the upright position during use of the torch.

• When not used for pre-heating operation, shut the torch off. Do not leave the tiger torch on and unattended.

• Do not use torches for heating or thawing lines where known hydrocarbons are present.

• Do not use a tiger torch to heat gas tanks.

• Turn the propane off at the tank and not just the tiger torch head. This will ensure that no propane leaks 
out of the tank.
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