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FUELING EQUIPMENT  
Topic Overview 

Fire and explosion are severe outcomes to improper equipment fueling practices, and spilling fuel into the 
environment is not acceptable. These are preventable with attention to some basic safe work practices.

Hazards to be aware of

Fueling equipment where a source of ignition is present is asking for 
trouble, whether from fire or from an explosion. Explosions can cost lives 
and cause extensive damage.

Safety Tips

While fueling equipment, the following practices must be followed:

• Turn off vehicle ignition. 

• Turn off and put away all electronic devices.

• No smoking, open flames, or other sources of ignition within 
 7.5 metres (25 feet) of fuel.

• Note the location of fire extinguishers and spill kits.

• Do not spill fuel.

• Do not leave the nozzle unattended while fueling.

• Do not overfill the fuel tank.

• Put the nozzle and hose back in the proper place.

To prevent polluting the groundwater and ecosystem, follow these two rules:

1. Report all leaks as soon as possible.  If a vehicle or piece of machinery 
leaks gas, contain the spill using proper spill control procedures. 

2. Never fill equipment near waterways or storm sewers without 
taking precautions. 
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