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CHAIN AND SLING SAFETY 
Topic Overview 

Rigging failure and improper load securement are a major contributor to dropped loads on construction sites.

Hazards to be aware of   

• Dropped loads

• Rigging failure

• Other workers in hoisting zone

• Falling materials

Safety Tips:

General

• Do not enter the hoist zone without authorization.

• Do not walk or stand under a suspended load.

• Always follow the directions of the rigging crew. 

Inspection

• Inspect the condition of chains and slings for link 
damage, cracking, separation, fraying, or broken 
wires, as per training.

• If the chain or sling does not have an affixed tag 
or you cannot read the tag, remove it from service 
to be inspected and tagged by a qualified person.

• Inspect hooks for damage. Ensure the hook has 
not been “stretched” from overloading or twisting. 
Ensure the mouse (clasp) is in working order. 

• Conduct routine inspection for preventive 
maintenance of chains and slings.
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CHAIN AND SLING SAFETY 

Rigging

• Rigging should only be performed by trained, 
competent, and authorized persons.

• NEVER modify chains, slings, or hooks; use them 
only for their intended purpose.

• Know the weight of the load being moved and 
ensure that the safe working load of the chain, 
sling, or hook meets the requirements.

• Test lift the load to ensure the placement of the 
chains or slings balance the load as it is being 
hoisted.

• Ensure materials are secure and will not become 
dislodged when hoisting.

• Use a tag line when controlling loads.

• Maintain eye contact or direct contact (radio) with 
the operator and the load when lifting.

• Warn other workers in the area that the loads are 
being lifted and ensure that the lift zone is properly 
delineated.

Resources

For additional information, refer to manufacturers’ requirements, company safe work practices and procedures, 
and WorkSafeBC Regulation Part 15.
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Review previous Workplace Inspections

Review previous Accident/Incident/Near Misses

Other Safety Issues or Suggestions made by Staff
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