HEALTH AND SAFETY PROGRAM 

Safe Work Practice 050


	[bookmark: _Hlk139385040]Name of Safe Work Practice: 
	Powered Nail Guns (Pneumatic, Gas-Actuated, and Electric)
	SWP #
	00-050 

	Date Developed:
	Enter Date Here
	Revision Date:
	Enter Date Here

	Management Signature:
	Management Signature Here
	Date:
	Enter Date Here

	Reviewed by JHSC/Worker Rep: 
	Add name of worker rep. 
	Date:
	Enter Date Here



[bookmark: _Hlk139385116]Instructions: 
· Review this safe work practice (SWP) annually or any time the task, equipment, or materials change. 
· Do NOT perform this practice until you have been appropriately trained and authorized to do so by your supervisor.
	[bookmark: _Hlk139385126]Check Required Personal Protective Equipment and Devices: (Delete this text and pictograms that do not apply. 
Add any additional personal protective equipment required). 

	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	

	Eye Protection
	Dust Mask
	Face-Shield
	Safety Footwear
	Hearing Protection
	Type of Gloves
	Hard Hat
	Protective Clothing
	NIOSH Approved Respirator
	Fall Protection
	No Loose clothing, jewelry etc.
	






	Required Training: (Delete this text and list all training that is required prior to completing this procedure)

	Type
	Who
	Topic
	Description

	Formal Training
	☐	· All applicable personnel
	SWP’s should follow manufacturer’s instructions, manual and warning labels
	New hire orientation/ review at least once per year thereafter

	On the Job Training
	☒	· 
	
	· 



	General Safety Requirements and Instructions:

	Do:

	· Read the manual — be familiar with the machine you're working with.
· Perform a pre-use inspection, checking the nail gun before each use, confirming the nose contact element (safety tip), trigger guard, and depth adjustment are intact and functional.
· Establish exclusion zones where feasible.
· Ensure that if working at heights tool is secured with a lanyard and other working at heights controls are in place. 
· Ensure you have been trained on the specific make, model, and trigger type of the nail gun before operating it.
· Ensure proper ergonomic positioning when operating (MSIs - awkward positions/repetitive strain) 
· PNEUMATIC: Set air compressor to manufacturer’s recommended pressure; do not exceed the tool’s maximum rated pressure. Drain moisture from the tank daily. Lubricate with manufacturer-approved oil unless the tool is oil-free.
· GAS-ACTUATED: Check the fuel cell for leaks or expiry and verify battery charge. Operate in a well-ventilated area only – combustion gases are produced on each firing cycle.
· ELECTRIC: Confirm the battery is fully charged and properly latched, or that the power cord is undamaged and grounded. Keep the cord behind you during operation.
· Use only the correct nail type, gauge, and length specified by the manufacturer for the tool and the task.
· Place the nose of the nail gun firmly against the work surface before pulling the trigger every time. 
· Keep hands and fingers well clear of the nail path. Use clamps to secure workpieces when your hands would otherwise be near the nailing zone.
· Be aware of what is on the other side of the material being fastened. Nails can penetrate thin boards and injure people or strike utilities behind the surface.
· Disconnect from the power source (air hose disconnected at tool/fuel cell and battery removed / power cord unplugged) before clearing jams, reloading, or performing any maintenance.
· Remove fasteners from the magazine, engage any trigger safety lock, and store in the manufacturer’s case or a secured tool area at the end of the shift. Report any defects to your supervisor.




	Don’t:

	· Point a nail gun at yourself or anyone else, even when disconnected from its power source.
· Carry a nail gun with your finger on the trigger.
· Defeat, tie back, or bypass the nose contact safety element.
· Do not overreach while operating nail gun at heights.
· Use the wrong nail type, gauge, or length for the tool.
· Clear a jam, reload, or perform maintenance while the tool is connected to its power source.
· Allow untrained workers to handle or operate a nail gun.
· Use a gas-actuated nail gun in confined spaces or near flammable vapours or ignition sources.
· Bounce-fire (hold trigger while repeatedly bumping the nose contact against a surface) unless specifically trained and the task requires contact-trip operation.
· Modify, repair, or override any safety feature of the nail gun.
· PNEUMATIC: Never use compressed air to blow debris off clothing, skin, or other people.
· Do not operate gas actuated tools in poorly ventilated spaces 
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