HEALTH AND SAFETY PROGRAM 

Safe Work Practice 049 – Skid Steer


	[bookmark: _Hlk139385040]Name of Safe Work Practice: 
	Skid Steer
	SWP #
	00-049

	Date Developed:
	April 13, 2026
	Revision Date:
	Enter Date Here

	Management Signature:
	Management Signature Here
	Date:
	Enter Date Here

	Reviewed by JHSC/Worker Rep: 
	Add name of worker rep. 
	Date:
	Enter Date Here



[bookmark: _Hlk139385116]Instructions: 
· Review this safe work practice (SWP) annually or any time the task, equipment, or materials change. 
· Do NOT perform this practice until you have been appropriately trained and authorized to do so by your supervisor.
	[bookmark: _Hlk139385126]Check Required Personal Protective Equipment and Devices: (Delete this text and pictograms that do not apply. 
Add any additional personal protective equipment required). 
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	Eye Protection
	Dust Mask
	Face-Shield
	Safety Footwear
	Hearing Protection
	Type of Gloves
	Hard Hat
	Protective Clothing
	NIOSH Approved Respirator
	Fall Protection
	No Loose clothing, jewelry etc.
	






	Required Training: Valid 3-year certificate (8 hours theory and hands-on)

	Type
	Who
	Topic
	Description

	Formal Training
	☒	Workers operating skid steers
	SWP’s should follow manufacturer’s instructions
	Operators must recertify every three years.  

	On the Job Training
	☒	· 
	
	· 



	General Safety Requirements and Instructions:

	Do:

	· Only trained, competent, and authorized operators may operate the machine 
· Operators must be familiar with the manufacturer’s operator manual 
· Wear required PPE at all times 
· Perform and document a pre-use inspection 
· Ensure all safety features are functional (e.g., lights, seatbelts, mirrors, horn) 
· Ensure attachments are properly installed, secured, and locked 
· Check gauges and indicators to confirm the machine is within normal operating limits 
· Test all controls (steering, forward/reverse, lift arms, attachment functions) before use 
· Inspect ROPS/FOPS to confirm they are in place and not modified or damaged 
· Report and tag out any defective or unsafe equipment; notify supervisor 
· Maintain three-point contact when entering or exiting 
· Adjust the seat so controls are easy to reach 
· Ensure the area around the machine is clear of obstructions and personnel 
· Start and operate the machine only from the operator’s seat with controls in neutral and parking brake engaged 
· Seatbelt must be worn at all times while operating 
· Keep hands and feet on controls 
· Operate at safe speeds, adjusting for site conditions, environmental factors, and hazards (e.g., slopes, ice, mud, rain, congestion) 
· Travel straight up and down slopes; keep loads low and stable 
· Maintain awareness of underground and overhead utilities and maintain required clearances 
· Keep a clear travel path, follow the Traffic Management Plan (TMP), maintain safe distances, and use a spotter with clear communication in congested areas 
· Be familiar with the site emergency response plan and alternate exit options (e.g., rear window, with breaker/cutter available) 
· When shutting down or leaving seat
· Ensure machine is on even ground 
· Lower attachments to the ground 
· Place controls in neutral and set parking brake 
· Shut off engine 
· Follow lockout/tagout (LOTO) procedures when servicing, cleaning, or clearing jams 
· Ensure the machine is de-energized before performing any work or refueling 




	Don’t:

	· Do not operate equipment without proper training or authorization 
· Do not operate under the influence of drugs, alcohol, or impairment 
· Never allow passengers on the machine
· Never use buckets, forks, or attachments to lift or carry people 
· Do not use raised equipment as a work platform 
· Do not operate equipment that is damaged, malfunctioning or tagged out 
· Do not disable safety devices, ROPS, or seat belts
· Do not exceed safe speeds or operate recklessly 
· Avoid turning on slopes or operating across steep inclines 
· Do not carry loads that obstruct visibility 
· Do not operate near workers without ensuring clear separation and a communication plan 
· Do not back up without checking surroundings or using a spotter
· Do not attempt to adjust, clean, lubricate, or clear obstructions while the machine is running or moving 
· Do not leave the machine unattended with the engine running or attachments raised
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