HEALTH AND SAFETY PROGRAM 

Safe Work Practice 047 Backpack Leaf Blower


	[bookmark: _Hlk139385040]Name of Safe Work Practice: 
	Backpack Leaf blower
	SWP #
	00-047

	Date Developed:
	Enter Date Here
	Revision Date:
	Enter Date Here

	Management Signature:
	Management Signature Here
	Date:
	Enter Date Here

	Reviewed by JHSC/Worker Rep: 
	Add name of worker rep. 
	Date:
	Enter Date Here



[bookmark: _Hlk139385116]Instructions: 
· Review this safe work practice (SWP) annually or any time the task, equipment, or materials change. 
· Do NOT perform this practice until you have been appropriately trained and authorized to do so by your supervisor.
	[bookmark: _Hlk139385126]Check Required Personal Protective Equipment and Devices: (Delete this text and pictograms that do not apply. 
Add any additional personal protective equipment required). 

	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
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	Eye Protection
	Dust Mask
	Face-Shield
	Safety Footwear
	Hearing Protection
	Type of Gloves
	Hard Hat
	Protective Clothing
	NIOSH Approved Respirator
	Fall Protection
	No Loose clothing, jewelry etc.
	






	Required Training: (Delete this text and list all training that is required prior to completing this procedure)

	Type
	Who
	Topic
	Description

	Formal Training
	☒	· All applicable personnel
	SWP’s
	New hire orientation/ review at least once per year thereafter

	On the Job Training
	☒	· 
	
	· 



	General Safety Requirements and Instructions:

	Do:

	· Ensure the equipment operation manual is readily available.
· Verify that the operator and all personnel in the work area are using proper personal protective equipment.
· Adjust the carrying harness so the backplate fits snugly and securely against the operator’s back.
· Delineate the working area and debris disbursement area, and place signage to warn other workers.
· Complete a pre-use inspection, checking for any missing, bent, leaking, or broken parts.
· Allow the motor to cool before refueling, and refuel in a well-ventilated area.
· Remove as much loose debris as possible before starting the blowing process to prevent large objects from being dislodged.
· Store the power tool in a dry, locked location out of reach of unauthorized persons.
· Clean the fuel filler cap before removing it to avoid dirt falling into the fuel tank.




	Don’t:

	· Operate equipment without proper training and having reviewed the operator manual.
· Operate equipment with missing, bent, or broken parts, remove from service, and follow defective tool removal process.
· Direct the discharge hose to other workers.
· Leave the machine running when unattended.
· Operate on a ladder or other insecure support.
· Use gas powered equipment indoors without proper ventilation.
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