

HEALTH AND SAFETY PROGRAM 

Safe Work Practice 045 – Handheld Angle Grinder


	[bookmark: _Hlk139385040]Name of Safe Work Practice: 
	Handheld Angle Grinder
	SWP #
	00-045 

	Date Developed:
	Enter Date Here
	Revision Date:
	Enter Date Here

	Management Signature:
	Management Signature Here
	Date:
	Enter Date Here

	Reviewed by JHSC/Worker Rep: 
	Add name of worker rep. 
	Date:
	Enter Date Here



[bookmark: _Hlk139385116]Instructions: 
· Review this safe work practice (SWP) annually or any time the task, equipment, or materials change. 
· Do NOT perform this practice until you have been appropriately trained and authorized to do so by your supervisor.
	[bookmark: _Hlk139385126]Check Required Personal Protective Equipment and Devices: (Delete this text and pictograms that do not apply. 
Add any additional personal protective equipment required). 
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	Eye Protection
	Dust Mask
	Face-Shield
	Safety Footwear
	Hearing Protection
	Type of Gloves
	Hard Hat
	Protective Clothing
	NIOSH Approved Respirator
	Fall Protection
	No Loose clothing, jewelry etc.
	






	Required Training: (Delete this text and list all training that is required prior to completing this procedure)

	Type
	Who
	Topic
	Description

	Formal Training
	☐	· All applicable personnel
	SWP’s
	New hire orientation/ review at least once per year thereafter

	On the Job Training
	☒	· 
	
	· 



	General Safety Requirements and Instructions:

	Do:

	· Perform a pre-use inspection, checking for any missing, bent, or damaged parts, including the cord, handles, and guards.
· Ensure the plug is equipped with a ground fault interrupter when operating in damp conditions.
· Confirm that accessories are rated for the speed recommended on the tool’s warning label.
· Carefully check the wheel for cracks or damage. Replace any cracked or damaged wheels immediately.
· Follow applicable “Electrical Lockout” procedures when changing accessories.
· Before using the tool, let it run and observe for vibration or wobbling, which could indicate poor installation or an unbalanced wheel.
· Hold the tool so that sparks fly away from you, others, and any flammable materials.
· Use clamps or another secure method to support the workpiece on a stable platform.
· Ensure the wheel is not contacting the workpiece before turning the switch on.
· Keep hands away from rotating parts.
· Ensure the switch is in the off position before connecting to the power source, battery pack, or while picking up or carrying the tool.



	Don’t:

	· Use tool if switch does not turn it on or off.
· Operate power tools in explosive atmospheres
· Wear loose clothing or leave long hair unconfined around rotating parts.
· Use the cord to carry the tool or pull the plug from an outlet.
· Overreach; always maintain proper footing and balance.
· Leave the tool running unattended. Operate the tool only when hand-held.
· Actuate the shaft lock when the spindle is moving.
· Bang or hit grinding disc or wheel onto work. 
· Use cut-off wheel for side grinding
· Use a damaged or unbalanced brush (wire cup).
· Touch the workpiece immediately after operation; it may be extremely hot and could burn your skin.
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